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They're called

JAMMERS,

but they fail to

jam police radar

and could encourage
motorists to speed

In the medical world, it's called a placebo.
It's a little sugar pill that allows patients to
believe they're being treated, even when
they're not. Among speeders the equiva-
lent is a radar jammer, a device that tricks
speeders into believing they're “invisible"
to police radar and laser.

Jammers have no benefit in terms of
actually jamming radar, but that's not what
the promotional materials say. The pam-
phlet accompanying one device, the Rocky
Mountain Radar Phazer Il Laser and Radar
Jammer, claims it disables X, K, and Ka band
radar as well as all laser units, caus-
ing police radar
and laser guns
to remain blank.

There's "an FM

chirp, a mixer

and antenna”

that reflect a
modified signal

to "confuse the
computer inside

the radar gun,”

the pamphlet says.

It cautions that
police radar units
might be able to
"punch through” this
tricky signal within 150
feet and warns mo-
torists to adjust their
speeds accordingly.

Most consumers have
no way to check the validity
of these claims, other than by
speeding and risking a ticket. It
doesn't work to speed by a
roadside sign that feeds back
information about vehicle speed

because, as the pamphlet for the Phazer ||
points out, the device won't scramble the
roadside signs that "do not have the sam-
pling computer.”

“The bottom line is that the so-called
jammers don't work," says P. David Fisher,
engineering Professor Emeritus at Michi-
gan State University. "Motorists thinking
about buying one should consider just put-
ting a block of wood on the dashboard of
the vehicle. Doing this instead of buying a
device that purports to jam police radar
would save a significant amount of money
and achieve a virtually identical result.
Besides relieving consum-
ers of $150 to $300 for a
product that utterly fails
to reduce the effective-
ness of radar and
laser, these devices
encourage motor-
ists to speed.”

Both Fisher and Institute researchers
tested Phazer II, finding no effect on the
operation of police equipment to monitor
vehicle speeds and identify violators. In-
stalling and operating a Phazer Il according
to the manufacturer's instructions, re-
searchers drove past police officers expert
in operating radar and laser. The re-
searchers made several runs at speeds
between 32 and 50 mph, with the Phazer Il
sometimes turned on and sometimes off.
However, police had no indication of
whether the device was operating. In each
case the officers reported no difficulty




